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Surely most readers of The Fibonacci Quarterly are familiar with Hilbert’s Tenth Problem,
proposed in 1900: Does there exist a universal algorithm for solving Diophantine equations?
The impossibility of obtaining a general solution was proven by Yuri Matiyasevich in 1970
by showing that the relation n = F2m is Diophantine. Julia Robinson (1919–1985) not only
devoted her life to solving H10, but also was instrumental in finding Matiyasevich’s negative
solution. Way back when, the very first talk that Julia gave announcing the triumphant
conquering of H10 was at a meeting of the Fibonacci Association in San Jose, California.

The DVD Julia Robinson and Hilbert’s Tenth Problem develops the mathematical story of
H10 intertwined with the life of a brilliant woman captivated by the lure of unsolved math-
ematical problems who overcame formidable obstacles to assume a leading role in number
theory. While this documentary will have special appeal to mathematicians, general viewers
will appreciate this engaging portrait of Julia, a tale of love, disappointment, obsession, and
triumph.

MAY 2008/2009 135


