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Thirdly, in an unpublished manuscript, Oresme found the sum of the series derived from the sequence (1). Such re-
current infinite series did not generally appear again until the eighteenth century.

In

all, Oresme was one of the chief medieval theological scholars and mathematical innovators. It is the writer’s

hope that something of Oresme’s intellectual capacity has been appreciated by the reader. With this in mind, we
honor his name by associating him with the extended recurrence sequence (4), of which he had a glimpse so long

ago.
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INCREDIBLE IDENTITIES

DANIEL SHANKS
Maval Ship R&D Center, Bethesda, Maryland 20034

Consider the algebraic numbers .
A =[5 +/22+2/5

To

B =.\/11+229 + \/76‘ — 23/29 +2./55 — 10/29
25 decimals they both equal
7.38117 59408 95657 97098 72669 .

Either this is an incredible coincidence or

(1)

A=8

is an incredible identity, since A and B do not appear to lie in the same algebraic field. But they do. One has

(2)

A=B=4X-1,

[Continued on page 280.]



