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 Data linkage with hospitalization, physician billings,
vital statistics and hepatitis C datasets

Number of Opioid Prescriptions

Figure 3: Percentage of hospitalizations by number of  Figure 4: Selected Reasons for Visits to Physician or
prescriptions, 2010-2016 Hospital, 2010-2016
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Table 1: Descriptive characteristics 50 80.0 —
Characteristic N % 32 700
< 40 Q@ % Physician Visits
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Total cohort 31952 100 e & 600 it
Sex Female 17101 53.5 g D 500 i i
Male 14851 46.5 S K
. & 20 10.0
Age (median, [IQR]) 44 (24, 60]
# of Prescriptions 1 16251 50.9 24
2 6629 20.8 b 20.0
3-10 6843 21.4 0 0 . .
11-50 1531 4.8 1 2 3-10 11-50 51+ ..= = 1 . 1.2
51+ 452 1.4 Number of Prescriptions >0 P = ’ |
' P Pain Mental Health Condition Opioid Harm
Methadone Patients 354 1.1
Hepatitis C 139 0.44 . .
Total deaths 3374 10.6 D|SCUSS|On - . . - . _
Opioid related death 13 00a |* In 2010, the opioid new start rate in NS was 343 per 10,000 population. Significant differences exist among the
Cancer diagnosis 2704 8.5 four geographic zones, by gender, and by age groups.
High opioid dose (MEQ > 90mg) 2594 8.1 e The age distribution of patients with a methadone prescription is younger compared to patients with non-
Chronic Therapy(1 or 3720 11.6 methadone opioid prescriptions.
ioid Rx at | t . . . . .
;”f;i;ﬂ;'low’i‘nag tﬁzs e 9.0% of male and 7.4% of female patients were prescribed high doses (morphine equivalent MEQ > 90 mg).
15t Ry) e Asthe number of prescriptions increased, the percentage of patients with >2 hospitalizations also increased
# patients with an ED visit 26183 81.9 e 75.5% of patients in the cohort had a physician visit for pain and 56.5% had a visit for mental health condition
ff";’;ter;frti;‘t*;s;sl EDvisitsby # 1 7>8  le The median number of ED visits, and the % with at least one ED visit, increased with increasing number of
5 3c 8 opioid prescriptions.
3-10 89.8 * Work on a logistic regression model to determine what factors contribute most to predict high-dose opioid
;1'50 gg'g usage and related harms is ongoing.
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